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other Reading ; and if it be a Copy, that it has 
been taken with Exadtnefs. 

In Tab-. IT. Fig^ i contains the fever al diffe^ 
rent CharaBers and Figures refer* d to in the 
^%uh^}^Sy together with the modern Indian and 
European Figures. 

Fig. ^ is the Helmdon T)ate. 

Fig. 3 is the Golchefter ^ate; 



BL Some Conjtderatwns on the Antiquity and 
life of the Indian Charaders or Figures* 
% Mr. John Cope.. 

TH E mofl ingenious Invention of Figures by 
the fagacious Indians^ is of fuch vaft Impor- 
tance in Numbering, that it can never be fufficienr- 
ly enough admired, although* now-a-days the Uft 
of them is become fo famihar among us, that very 
few confider what aLofsthe want of them would 
be to People of every Degree and Station in Life : 
For to confider only, that fuch a Number as not 
long before the Conqueii would take up a good 
Arithmetician whole Days to count by the literal 
Charaders, is now by the Help of Figures com- 
monly exprefs'd by a Child in a few Minutes. This 
Confideration of the vaft Ufe of Figures, put the 
Learned Dr. Wallis^ and others fmce him, upon 
enquiring at what Time they were firft happily in- 

CT'oduced into this Ifland 

Dr. Wallis 
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Dr. WalUs informs us, that we had the Figures 
from S^ain^ into which Nation they were brought 
by the Moors ; the Moors had them from the 
jdrabians ; and the Arabians from the Indians. 
And it was the Dodor^s Opinion, that they were 
firft brought into England about the Year 1 1 30 5 
for that the firft Inftance of their Ufe which he had 
met with, was a Date upon a Chimney-piece, which 
Date was 4^ 133, the Charader ^ which the 
Romans made ufe of to exprefs looo, being mix'd 
with Figures, as Dr. Wallis obferves, was often 
done at their firft coming in \ fmce that in Thilofo^ 
^hical TranfaMions^ N""- 266, is mentioned a Date 
looo* all in Figures. About twelve Months ap;o 
I produced a Date upon a Chimney-piece ^tWid£el- 
Hall In Hertford/hire^ which was jp^ i6, the j9^ 
for the I coo, being here again mix'd with Figures. 
And 1 now produce a ftili fearlier Inftance of the 
Uk of Figures in England^ [ fee Tab. I. Fig. 2. ] 
which is a Draught of an Infcription over a Gate* way 
at /Fbrr^^r, built, as 'tis believ'd, in the Reign of 
King C0pr, and is this ^)10. (nine Hundred Seven 
ty-five) which is 158 Years before the Date of 
Dr. IVallisSy^iYt^n before that 1 produced laft Year, 
and is now 760 Years ftanding. It is a great pity 
(I think) but it fo happened, that the Shape of the 
Figures in thisDatewere altered from what they are 
here fhcwn to be of, about two Years ago, when the 
Gate was new chipp'd and beautified ; and at the 
fame Time the modem ones 97^ were then painted 
in their Room, as they are now to be feen ; the 
Ground is Gold, and the Figures black. The 
Account of this Date I had given me lately by 
I Mr. Jofef>h 



Mr. Jofeph Dougharty of Worcepr, who is an 
ingenious and reputable Perfon, and lives in the 
Houfe over the Gate-way on which this Infcription 
is : He likewife informed me, that his Houfe goes 
by the Name of The oldeft Houfe in five Counties ; 
and it is the current Opinion thereabouts, and re- 
ported by the ancient People in that Place, That the 
Houfe was built by King Edgar^ wherein they fay, 

he fbrnetimes kept his Court. I confefs I am 

not fb well acquainted with the Hiftory of thofe 
Times, as to fay whether King Edgar either 
built, or kept his Court there ; but all Hiftorians 
agree that Worcefter was then a very confiderable 
Bifboprick ; and that Dunflan and Ofwald^ who 
were both fucceffivelyBilhops there ini^^^^r's Time, 
were both his great Favourites, efpecially ^unjian^ 
for whom King Edgar had a very great Regard : 
for it appears that the firft Thing Edgar did after 
he came to the Crown, was to recal T>unfian from 
Flanders, where he had been three Years in Exile^ 
and was immediately thereupon made Prime Mini- 
fter, Favourite, and Confeflor, at firft Billiop of 
Worcejlery and afterwards Archbifliop of Canter- 
bury ; upon which laft Promotion his great Friend 
Ofwald fucceeded him in the See of fVorcefier : 
And 'tis very likely that either T>unfian or Ofwaldj 
as having fb much Power, Intereft and Riches, 
might ered: a Building there, of which this Gate- 
way might have been a Part ;, for as Edgar died in 
the fame Year 975*, if we fuppofe the Date to be 
fixM upon the Building the Year it was finiflied, as 
is now commonly done, Edgar could not live or 

keep 
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keep his Court there, unlefs it was in fome Part of 
that Year in which we fuppofe it to be finifhed. 

I fhall next mention fome Obfervations upon the 
different Shape the Figures have been altered to 
fince their coming into thefe Weftern Parts -^ for our 
Anceftors wrote them different from the 7;?^^^;!^/, 
and we again make fome of them different from 
what our Anceflors did, as by the following Table 
Will appear. See Tab. L Fig. 3. 

In this Table the Left hand Column contains the 
Indian Charaders ^ the Middle thofe ufed by our 
Fore-fathers, as appears by old Weflern Manufcripts ; 
the Third are the Charad:ers we now ufe, 

We may now obferve that the Figure 1, is the 
fame as the Indian ; the Figures ^ and 3, are the 
fame with the Indian^ only -placed in a different 
Pofiticn, for the fake of writing them more readilyv 
for only the Dafli from the Indian ^ is taken away ; 
they are only, as we may fay, both fet upright. So 
the Character .^Xl: of the Indians is much the fame 
with ours, only we clofe the Head, and fet it up- 
right, thus 4. Again, our Anceflors transferred the 
Figure -g (5) from the Place off, to that of 8, and 
With very httle Alteration is our 8 made from it. 
As the Figure Five was moved into the Place of 
Eight, fo the old Eight \ 7 was moved into the Place 
of Seven, the firft of thefe is the 7 of our An- 
ceflors, the lafl 7 is our own .; and as they put the 
Five for an Eight, they put the (\yi tj into the Place 

of five ; which 1/ was at length altered to n , and 
lad of all to 5-. The two Characters 9 and o are 
without any Alteration, except that our Anceftors 
firud^ a Line crofs the Cypher, as thus -0-, which 

we 
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we now leave cut, and by that means *tis reftored to 
its antient Form. And now we have no Figure left 
but the Indian V (7) to derive the modern 6 from, 
to which it leems to have no manner of relation : 
I fliali only obferve, that it feems not unlikely to 
be compounded of iht Indian o (5) and the i, as 
thus, 6 ; for of the two antient Charadiers o 3 (for 
five) the o is Indian ^ and the ^ is ^r^^i^^ ; this 
laft being nothing more than the Arabian Letter Q 
inverted, which in the Arabian Alphabet denotes 
the fame Number, and is, as 'tis fuppofed, uftd by 
the Arabians only. 

The Roman Charadlers have likewife undergone 
Alterations ; for it is found that 1000 was reprefent- 
ed.by the Antients by this Charader <rhi ^s like- 
wife by 45^, ; Vi^hence is derived the modern M. for 
that Number : Alfo 5*000 was reprefented by j^, and 
50000 by ^ > and hence the modern CharacSt^rs lOD 
and IDDD for the fame Number. We find alfo in 
antient Infcriptions ^ or ^ ftand for xo,_ and ^i^ 30, 
the Letter X being twice exprefs'd in the one, and 
three times in the other^ whick the Moderns write 
fmgle, as XX and XXX, only the Timber-Merchants 
ule. the antient Characters >«f and ^j^ to this Day/ 
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